
Optimum SAA
The system that fits strategic asset allocation  
to your business needs



SAA provides a long-term anchor for insurance and wealth 
management investment activity. As such, the merits of 
a robust, tailored SAA as a driver of superior returns and 
better risk control are generally well recognised in the 
industry and investment community. 

But understanding the potential benefits of SAA and doing 
it well aren’t the same thing.

Navigate SAA pitfalls
Optimum SAA brings Willis Towers Watson’s deep 
investment, insurance and wealth management industry 
experience to help you navigate the many SAA pitfalls  
that we see in the market. Pitfalls such as:

	� Unstable optimisation methodologies that produce  
non-optimal portfolios

	� Expensive and inflexible IT systems 

	� Poor analytic calibrations – for example, risk assumptions 
(‘garbage in, garbage out’)

	� Incompatibility of model outputs with a company’s key 
performance indicators (KPIs)

	� Over-dependence on a single, third party view 

Optimum SAA cuts through the complexity of strategic asset allocation (SAA) to 
produce optimised and practical investment portfolios that reflect your constraints, 
objectives, investment beliefs and risk appetite.

Optimum SAA provides the superior modelling,  
stable optimisation techniques and enhanced outcomes  
to sidestep these issues. You set the parameters.  
You set the constraints. Optimum SAA’s advanced  
model does the heavy lifting.

It enables you to bring a balance and flexibility to  
asset allocation so that the objectives of CIOs,  
CFOs, capital managers and risk managers are  
being addressed.

Optimum SAA brings a balance and  
flexibility to asset allocation so that the 
objectives of CIOs, CFOs, capital managers 
and risk managers are being addressed.
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Trusted calibrations, based on robust, consistent 
and independent capital market assumptions

SAA analysis that supports your specific  
business KPIs

Fully stochastic modelling that delivers risk  
metrics based on the entire distribution of 
investment returns

Cloud optimisation to help identify pragmatic,  
optimal portfolios

Bespoke model outputs for auditing and 
management information purposes

Strong governance

A simple, web-based platform accessible  
from anywhere 

Flexibility and adaptability as business  
needs change

Optimum SAA at a glance

Optimum SAA taps into the rich seam of our investment industry 
and insurance operations knowledge, in combination with our 
broad data and analytics expertise, to put SAA best practice  
at your fingertips.

Pitfall prevention 

With its sophisticated but pragmatic approach, Optimum SAA is designed for you to put the common insurance and 
wealth managemen industry SAA pitfalls behind you.

Pitfall  
prevention

CIO/ 
Head of Investment CFO Capital  

management
Risk  

management

Calibrations that  
span the assets you 
invest in

Independent and 
unbiased capital  
market assumptions

SAA analysis based  
on robust asset and 
liability analysis

Generate KPIs  
to monitor risk 
appetite tolerance, 
volatility etc.

Optimise based on 
your own risk metrics

Optimise based 
on your own risk 
metrics

Liability metrics 
from which you can 
generate optimum 
portfolios for the  
risk budget

Easy access to 
calibrations

Explore a wide variety  
of portfolio options 
quickly and easily

Automated, relevant  
MI reports

Open and  
flexible model

Ensure that 
expert judgement 
supplements the data

Ability to run  
and compare a  
set of portfolios
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About Willis Towers Watson
Willis Towers Watson (NASDAQ: WLTW) is a leading global advisory, broking and solutions company that helps clients around the world 
turn risk into a path for growth. With roots dating to 1828, Willis Towers Watson has 45,000 employees serving more than 140 countries and 
markets. We design and deliver solutions that manage risk, optimise benefits, cultivate talent, and expand the power of capital to protect and 
strengthen institutions and individuals. Our unique perspective allows us to see the critical intersections between talent, assets and ideas — 
the dynamic formula that drives business performance. Together, we unlock potential. Learn more at willistowerswatson.com. 

Towers Watson Limited (trading as Willis Towers Watson) is authorised 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority in the UK.
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For more information

Visit:  
willistowerswatson.com/optimum-saa 

Contact:  
software.enquiries@willistowerswatson.com 

Connect with us on LinkedIn:  
linkedin.com/showcase/wtw-ict
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